Decision I/2
of the Commission on Sustainable Use and Protection of the Dniester River Basin
ANNEX V

Objectives and Terms of Reference of the Working Group on Ecosystems and Biodiversity of the Commission on Sustainable Use and Protection of the Dniester River Basin
1. Cooperation in the field of protection and sustainable use of aquatic ecosystems and biological resources of the Dniester River basin.
2. Joint monitoring of the habitat and status of aquatic biological resources and development of recommendations aimed at reducing the factors leading to the degradation of biodiversity, wetlands, protected natural areas, and aquatic ecosystems.
3. Planning of measures for the conservation and increase of forest resources and small rivers, including the Carpathian region, as the main natural components forming the water balance of the Dniester River basin, and monitoring their implementation.
4. Development and submission of joint proposals to the Dniester River basin management plans to increase the area and quality of the forest plantations and protected areas, take erosion control measures, enforce a utilisation schedule for water protection areas and conserve natural landscapes and ecosystems.
5. Facilitation of the establishment and maintenance of the register of protected areas in the Dniester River basin.
6. Development and monitoring of the implementation of measures for conservation of the biodiversity of aquatic organisms and regulation of fishing.
7. Coordination of fish stocks, implementation of fish-breeding and ameliorative measures to restore, maintain and protect natural spawning grounds, improve the status of floodplain lakes and tributaries, expand and conserve wetlands, and artificially reproduce commercially valuable, rare and endangered fish species.
8. Development of joint plans and work programs.
9. Exchange of information on biological resources, including on legislation, as well as situations related to natural and man-made emergencies.
10. Joint scientific and methodological workshops on monitoring and exchange of scientific and practical materials aimed at the conservation of aquatic biodiversity and the balance of ecosystems in general.
11. Initiation of joint international and bilateral projects in the area of protection of biodiversity and habitats.
12. Joint actions to monitor the implementation of fishing and anti-poaching measures.
1. Coordination of fishing ban calendars. 
2. Informing the stakeholders and the public of the group’s activities, decisions and developed documents. 
3. Development of detailed annual work plans, including, if necessary, those coordinated with other working groups of the Commission, and brief long-term work plans of the working group and their submission for the Commission’s approval.
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